ology and antigenic constitution which in turn have important bearings on the response of trypanosomes to chemotherapy, their immunology and clinical manifestations.
The cultivation of parasitic protozoa has met with great difficulty, yet it is necessary if research on chemotherapy is to be furthered in this field. It is still not possible to maintain the bloodstream form of trypanosomes in culture nor can the erythrocytic stages of the malaria parasite be maintained alive for more than very short periods. A review of methods and possible ways ahead was needed to help and stimulate research in this field.
The sudden halt which has occurred in progress in malaria control and eradication has rendered a reappraisal of relevant knowledge important, particularly that concerning immunity, host susceptibility and ultrastructure of parasites. Clues to further means of tackling malaria may well arise from such study, and the review here presented by Professor P C C Garnham is masterly.
The aim of this series of books is to present authentic, well documented reviews of subjects which extend the limits of existing knowledge, and the present volume may fairly be said to have succeeded in this aim.
A W WOODRUFF
A Clinical Study of Intestinal Bilharziasis (Schistosoma mansoni) in Africa by Michael Gelfand CBE MD FRCP pp x+230 illustrated 65s London: Edward Arnold 1967 This is a very personal account of an experience of bilharziasis which must be among the most extensive of any at the present time. As is to be anticipated from an experienced physician, clinical features are described in great detail with particular emphasis on variations in manifestations of the disease, the frequency of complications and the relative value of diagnostic and therapeutic procedures. The approach is discursive, amply illustrated by case records and many differing points of view are presented. Information is well up to date and the value and limitations of the new drug niridazole (Ambilhar) are fully discussed. The dedication to Dr N Ansari of the World Health Organization is very well deserved in view of his many services to tropical medicine.
All dealing with bilharziasis (schistosomiasis) will find much to fascinate and interest but the graduate of several years' standing, working in endemic areas or dealing with patients from them, will get most out of the book. There is much more detail than is needed for students who may wish to have more didactic and concisely presented data. The experienced worker will, however, find a wealth of information, views and argument to stimulate his own thoughts. For those engaged on research there is background information and comment on virtually all growing points in this field. This is a monograph which all senior workers in tropical medicine should read, its publication is timely in view of the increasing importance of bilharziasis and the work aimed at containing its spread which is going on in the therapeutic and immunological fields. The National Bureau for Co-operation in Child Care did not appear like Aphrodite, fully formed from the foam of the sea. Its origin more nearly resembled the Cheshire Cat in 'Alice' -out of a cloud appeared and disappeared the tip of a whisker or a nose or a smile. But this tenuous beginning, the comings and goings, the doubts about form and function, all these are things of the past and are only mentioned as a contrast to the actuality of the Bureau's achievements since it started its operations. And 'operations' is the correct word. The idea was to have a communications centre, where was collected and relayed all available knowledge about the care, preventive or therapeutic, of children, deprived or handicapped, and about research, past, present or plannedsomething like, in Sir John Wolfenden's words, a telephone exchange. In such an exchange there sits the 'operator', ready to be summoned and asked for a service, a target for the subscriber's gratitudeor his abuse.
The appointment of Dr Kellmer Pringle, as the operator or Director of the Bureau, ensured an idiosyncratic interpretation of the Bureau's function. Dr Pringle's name appears on the title page of all three of the books reviewed, not because she is the Director but because with immense energy and intense concentration she has played a vital part in all the work reported. For to her an
